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Iceland  Birds 

Arctic  Terns  flying  about  and  screeching  twenty-three  hours  a day  in  summer, 
excursions  up  rocky  fiords,  and  nesting  shore  birds  are  side  lights  of  war  in  Iceland. 
Luther  M.  Chovan,  Signal  Corps  photographer,  describes  some  of  these  in  an  in- 
formal letter  dated  January  30,  1944,  and  received  here  recently  by  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Curtis. 

"Ornithologically  this  island  is  a wonderland.  In  summer  the  very  common 
Arctic  Terns  fly  about  screeching  twenty-three  hours  a day.  They  are  everywhere, 
in  Icelandic  farmers’  fields,  along  rocky  fiords,  on  islands,  etc.  Many  shore  birds 
nest  near  by.  Golden  Plovers,  Ruddy  Turnstones,  and  Oyster-catchers  are  very 
common.  Plovers,  Snipe,  Parasitic  Jaegers,  Arctic  Terns,  and  Hudsonian  Godwits 
feed  regularly  in  the  local  hay  fields  but  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  my  very  bar- 
racks. Iceland  in  summer  is  warm  enough  to  support  growth  of  rich  hay,  even 
potatoes,  cabbage,  etc.  Doesn’t  that  surprise  you?  Naturally  there  is  considerable 
insect  and  worm  life. 

"I  am  located  five  minutes  walk  from  a large  fiord.  From  our  street  with  my 
eight  power  binoculars  I’ve  identified  Mallards  (our  commonest  wild  duck), 
Baldpates,  Great-Black-backed  Gulls,  and  Bonaparte  Gulls  when  the  light  was 
good.  I take  frequent  walks  to  this  water  during  my  lunch  hour.  I do  this  often,  and 
I have  kept  notes  of  the  species  seen.  The  Raven  rates  with  the  Great-Black-backed 
Gull  as  being  the  year  round  commonest  bird.  They  croak  while  flying,  pecking  on 
fish  along  the  shores,  sitting  on  fence  poles,  and  while  trying  to  find  scraps  of  food 
in  some  of  the  deep  snows.  There  are  no  crows  here.  Here’s  an  example  of  what  I 
see  on  a little  trip  to  the  fiord  now:  Mallards,  Ravens,  Snow  Buntings,  American 
Eiders,  an  American  or  Red-breasted  Merganser  or  two,  occasional  shore  birds,  a 
few  Black  Guillemots,  and  the  two  commonest  species  of  Gulls,  Great-Black- 
backed  and  Bonaparte.  Strangely  the  Iceland  Gull  is  not  common  near  by,  though 
once  I did  see  fifty-five  individuals.  It  was  several  weeks  of  birding  before  I saw 
this  gull.  In  spite  of  our  winter  I have  seen  and  still  occasionally  see  a few  Oyster- 
catchers.  You  might  suppose  that  Snow  Buntings  would  be  common  here  in  sum- 
mer and  nesting  everywhere.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  I never  saw  any  till 
the  snow  came. 

' Do  you  know  what  I saw  one  day  while  on  guard  duty?  I heard  that  old 
familiar  screech  and  looked  up.  Flying  overhead  not  more  than  twelve  yards 
above  were  two  ROBINS.  This  was  in  September  and  quite  a rarity  here.  Swallows 
also  visit  these  shores. 
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"I  hope  to  be  able  to  visit  some  of  the  interesting  places  on  this  island,  especi- 
ally ornithological.  I must  see  the  great  concentrations  of  puffins  that  I'm  told  by 
soldiers  nest  some  distance  from  here.  This  will  all  have  to  wait  for  good  weather, 
and  that  means  spring.  The  Icelanders  kill  and  preserve  a quarter  of  a million 
puffins  a year  for  food. 

"I  met  and  talked  with  Iceland’s  only  author-ornithologist,  Magnus  Bjornsson. 
He  has  written  a fine  book  on  Iceland  birds,  but  unfortunately  it  is  in  Icelandic. 
He  informed  me  that  I’m  the  only  American  to  approach  him  on  the  ornithological 
subject.  There  were  some  Englishmen  though. 

"This  enclosed  list  (August,  1943 — January,  1944)  is  not  nearly  all  the 
birds  that  can  be  seen  here.  My  Roseate  Tern  seems  to  be  the  only  recent  record 
for  here." 


Fulmar 

Golden  Plover 

Laughing  Gull 

Wilson’s  Petrel 

Black-bellied  Plover 

Bonaparte  Gull 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

Ivory  Gull 

Swan 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

Arctic  Tern 

Mallard 

Whimbrel 

Roseate  Tern 

European  Widgeon 

Redshank 

Atlantic  Murre 

Baldpate 

Red-backed  Sandpiper 

Dovekie 

Scaup 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

Black  Guillemot 

American  Eider 

Western  Sandpiper 

Dove 

American  Merganser 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

Raven 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

Robin 

Iceland  Falcon 

Skua 

Greenland  Wheatear 

Kestrel 

Iceland  Gull 

White  Wagtail 

Willow  Ptarmigan 

Great-Black-backed  Gull 

Meadow  Pipit 

Oyster-catcher 

Herring  Gull 

Starling 

Semipalmated  Plover 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Snow  Bunting 

The  address  of  P.F.C.  Luther  M.  Chovan  is:  A.S.N.  35588199,  826  Sig.  Serv. 
Co.,  A.P.O.  860,  c/o  Postmaster,  New  York,  N.Y. 

4^  4^ 

Information  — Please 

What  local  or  unusual  colloquial  names  of  North  American  birds  do  you 
know  or  have  you  heard  used? 

Mr.  W.  L.  McAtee,  Technical  Adviser,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Chi- 
cago 54,  Illinois,  is  compiling  a Dictionary  of  Vernacular  Names  of  North  Ameri- 
can Birds.  This  is  the  first  work  of  the  kind  to  pertain  to  all  North  American 
birds.  In  order  that  it  may  be  as  complete  as  possible,  the  cooperation  of  everyone 
who  has  any  information  on  this  subject  is  requested. 

Contributions  of  names  may  be  sent  to  Miss  Ruth  Elwonger,  editor  pro  tem 
of  The  Gull , 2121  Rose  Street,  Berkeley  7,  California,  to  be  incorporated  into  a 
list  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  McAtee.  Let  us  hear  from  you. 
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March  Field  Trip 

Members  and  their  friends  turned  out  in  goodly  number  for  the  trip  on 
March  12th  to  Tilden  Regional  Park,  known  of  old  as  Wildcat  Canyon.  We 
divided  into  two  sections,  one  led  by  our  guest  leader,  Mr.  W.  D.  Landels,  of  the 
San  Jose  Ornithological  Club,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Herman  V.  Leffler.  Excellent 
close-ups  of  Lutescent  Warblers  were  obtained,  even  the  pulsation  of  the  throat 
being  visible  as  they  sang.  The  day  was  cloudy  and  cold  enough  that  luncheon  was 
enjoyed  around  a wood  fire.  This  is  our  fifth  March  trip  to  this  region.  The  follow- 
ing species,  thirty-one  in  all,  were  observed: 


Cooper  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Anna  Hummingbird 
Allen  Hummingbird 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Black  Phoebe 
Crested  Jay 
California  Jay 
Plain  Titmouse 


Bush-tit 
Wren-Tit 
Bewick  Wren 
Robin 

Hermit  Thrush 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Hutton  Vireo 
Lutescent  Warbler 
Myrtle  Warbler 
Audubon  Warbler 


Townsend  Warbler 
California  Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 

Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towhee 
Brown  Towhee 
Junco 

White-crowned  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


—Frances  J.  Blake,  Historian 


Publications  on  Bird  Migration 

Mr.  Philip  A.  DuMont,  Division  of  Wildlife  Refuges,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service,  have  written  The  Gull  that  the  publication  "Migration  of  North 
American  Birds,”  by  Frederick  C.  Lincoln,  referred  to  in  the  January,  1944  issue, 
is  unfortunately  out-of-print  at  the  present  time.  He  suggests  the  following  pub- 
lications: 

"There  is  a publication  available  without  charge  from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  Chicago  54,  Illinois,  entitled  "What  is  Behind  the  Waterfowl  Regula- 
tions?” It  contains  some  little  material  on  migration  as  well  as  distributional 
maps  depicting  former  and  present  breeding  ranges  of  many  of  the  waterfowl. 

"Another  leafelt,  illustrated  in  color,  entitled  "Wild  Ducks"  is  obtainable  for 
twenty-five  cents  from  the  American  Wildlife  Institute,  Investment  Building, 
Washington,  D.C.  It  contains  material  on  migration  by  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Lincoln. 

"Books  on  bird  migration  by  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Dr.  Alex  Watmore,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  are  considered  the  best  references  and 
may  be  seen  in  most  libraries.” 

j 
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Observations 

Edited  by  Junea  W.  Kelly 

Allen  Hummingbird,  Feb.  28,  Larkspur,  Marin  County.  This  date  is  about 
five  weeks  later  than  usual.  Young  Anna  Hummingbird,  Feb.  26,  Larkspur.  Two 
Buffle-heads,  Feb.  28,  Bay  at  Sausalito.  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Courtright. 

Rough-winged  Swallows,  March  19,  Lake  Temescal,  Oakland.  Flock  of  320 
California  Gulls,  March  19,  Lake  Merritt.  Mr.  Herman  V.  Leffler. 

125  Avocets,  Feb.  18,  Alameda.  Five  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  3 Buffle- 
heads,  1 Spotted  Sandpiper,  24  Semipalmated  Plovers,  March  1,  Alameda.  Mrs. 
Junea  W.  Kelly. 

Audubon  Notes 


April  Meeting-.  The  regular  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Thursday,  the  13th,  at 
7:30  p.m.,  in  the  Assembly  Room,  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and 
McAllister  Streets,  San  Francisco.  The 
speaker  will  be  Dr.  Robert  C.  Miller, 
Director  of  The  California  Academy 
of  Sciences.  His  subject  will  be,  "Morn- 
ing Awakening  and  Evening  Song  of 
Birds”. 

April  Field  Trip  will  be  on  Sunday, 
the  16th,  to  Mills  College,  Oakland,  and 
vicinity.  From  San  Francisco  take  the 
9:06  "N”  bus  at  the  Terminal  and  get 
off  at  Seminary  Ave.  and  MacArthur 
Blvd.  where  the  party  will  meet  at  10 
a.m.  East  Bay  people  transfer  to  either 
the  No.  57  (MacArthur)  or  the  No.  56 
(Seminary)  bus.  Bring  field  glasses  and 
lunch.  The  leader  will  be  Mr.  Donald 
Brock. 

March  Meeting-.  The  318th  meeting 
of  the  Auduon  Association  of  the  Paci- 
fic was  held  Thursday  evening,  March 


9th,  in  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  San  Francisco.  President 
Arthur  H.  Myer  presided.  Mr.  Malcolm 
Jollie  of  the  Museum  of  Vertebrate 
Zoology,  University  of  California,  Ber- 
keley, talked  on  "Golden  Eagles  in  Cali- 
fornia”. He  gave  minute  and  interest- 
ing observations  on  the  hunting,  nest- 
ing, and  soaring  habits  of  these  birds. 

* * * 

The  following  have  been  elected  to 
membership:  Mrs.  George  C.  Browne, 
Oakland,  Miss  Dorothy  Kuperstein, 
Richmond,  Miss  Helen  Coxhead,  Ber- 
keley, and  Lt.  Donald  J.  Barmettler,  San 
Francisco. 

*** 

It  is  with  sorrow  that  we  have  learned 
of  the  death  in  San  Francisco  of  Miss 
Celene  Goldstein.  Miss  Goldstein  was 
a charter  member  of  our  organization, 
joining  in  1917,  and  was  a member 
continuously  from  that  date. 


Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 


President... 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Treasurer 

Editor 


.Mr.  Arthur  H.  Myer 25  El  Camino  Real,  Berkeley  5 

Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

.Miss  Ivander  Maclver 2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

.Mrs.  T.  Eric  Reynolds 140  Estates  Drive,  Piedmont  11 


Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m. 

Assembly  Room,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  MpAllister  Streets,  San  Francisco. 
Membership  dues,  payable  January  1st,  $3.00  per  year. 

Student  memberships,  $1.50  per  year.  Life  memberships,  $50.00 

Members  are  responsible  for  dues  until  written  notice  of  resignation  ts  received  by  Treasurer. 
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